MINUTES
Of the Board Meeting 
of the River Cree District Salmon Fishery Board
Held
 at The Belted Galloway, Newton Stewart
On Wednesday 30th July 2025 at 5.30 pm



Present

· Board Members/Mandatories

Jamie Hyslop – in the Chair
Murdo Crosbie 
Terence Flanagan
Lindsay McKain
Adrian Paterson
Steve Smith

· Attendee 
Matthew Pumphrey (Clerk and Treasurer)


(1) Apologies for Absence 
Gene Fryatt & Iain Service

(2) Approval of Minutes of Previous Board Meeting on 14th May 2025
There had been some suggested alterations to the paragraph on “Flood Prevention” since the draft Minutes had been sent out, all of which were agreed and accordingly the Minutes, incorporating these amendments, were approved without demur. 

(3) Matters arising from the previous Minutes
The Chairman mentioned the proposed Solar Farm at Challoch, to which a response had been made by the Board and circulated to Board Members. 
There was nothing else arising which was not on the Agenda.

(4) Chairman’s Report
The Chairman expressed the view that the licence to shoot fish-eating birds was important to the River and that the success of the control of such birds should never be overstated. 
He said that there were plenty of fish in the river but they were not routinely being caught. He thought the total catch was down about 30 compared to the end of July the previous year. This could largely be attributed to the low water and poor angling conditions.

(5) Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer reported that the current balance in the Savings Account was £10,000 + interest and, in the current account, was £9,500.11. All the levies had been paid excluding the two in Ayrshire where one of the owners had disappeared without trace and the other was disputing ownership and the fact of ownership could not be proved. No attempt, therefore, would be made, in future, to collect the levy from either of the two (alleged) proprietors. AVJB had agreed to remove these fishings from the Roll. Assuming Andrew Stewart’s remaining £1000 would arrive later (as had always happened in the past), there would be a surplus of approximately £2100 at the end of the financial year provided that there were no unusual demands on the account or any unexpected windfall. 

(6) Insurance
It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with his contact on the Nith Board as the present insurance policy was not entirely suitable for the Board’s purposes.

(7) Flood Prevention Scheme
As had been reported in the previous Minutes, the Board had been accepted as a Consultative Body. The Chairman had asked to see the Scoping Opinions of the other statutory consultees and was awaiting a response as also on the question of an EIA.

(8) GFT Report
Jamie Ribbens had contacted the Clerk to say that, due to the very short notice he had been given, he had been unable to compile his report in time for this meeting but would provide two reports for the next meeting, one for the period up to 30th July and the other for the period from 30th July until the next meeting. The Clerk acknowledged that Mr Ribbens had been given insufficient notice for this meeting but had suggested that he might prepare his first report as soon as possible and email it to the whole Board. It was agreed that the Clerk would ask him to do the report up to 30th July as soon as possible. It had been noted that no-one from GFT had appeared at any Board Meeting for 3 years and accordingly it was agreed that GFT would come off the normal mailing list for general emails, but would remain on for Minutes and other matters pertinent to them. 

(9) RCHHT Report
Mr Crosbie said that the first fry had been released and 10000 would be clipped.
Bug life surveys had been done and the results were good and above target.
Electrofishing had been going on in various places and, again, the results were good.
He was concerned about the Elrig Burn and the Penkiln Burn, which appeared low in nutrients.
There were only 2 Himalayan Balsam plants now on the river. This was a marvellous result and was down to the efforts and expertise of Michael & Shona Todd. The Board wished to thank them both for their continuing efforts.
The Japanese knotweed was an ongoing issue in certain areas. It was hoped that, by allowing the plants to grow to a reasonable size, this would achieve a more successful outcome/eradication when spraying. Constantly spraying small plants appeared to result in recurring stunted growth. Unfortunately, there were likely to be many young Japanese Knotweed plants in the river.
Mr Crosbie said that he was continuing to look at the possibility of extending the size of the hatchery in order to improve the quality of the fish. He was in the process of investigating possible sources of finance for this.
.

(10) Proposed Wind Farms at Glenvernoch and Blair Hill
The Chairman said that this item should come off the Agenda as there would be unlikely to be any developments for some considerable period of time.

(11) Date of next meeting
24th September 2025

(12) Any Other Business
There was none – the extension of the hatchery having being mentioned under the RCHHT Report. 


The meeting closed at 6.30 pm





………………………………………………………………………
Chairman

